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Mr. Frizzell. Camp Cameron—about a mile
and a half from Pearl Harbor.

The President. Well, good for you.

Mr. Byrnes?

Mr. Byrnes. Yes, sir.

The President. You were in the Navy in World
War II, isn’t that right?

Mr. Byrnes. US.S. Alaska, CV-1. The best
battleship the United States Navy ever had.

The President. Otherwise, you don’t have
strong feelings about it. [Laughter]

Mr. Byrnes. No, I—a little more than strong,
sir.

The President. And you were at Iwo Jima,
weren’t you?

Mr. Byrnes. Iwo Jima, Okinawa, Japan, all
through the Pacific.

The President. Well, we thank you for what
you did.

Mr. Byrnes. Thank you, Mr. President.

The President. Mr. Crabtree?

Mr. Crabtree. Yes, sir.

The President. You were in—I'm told that
you were in the military police.

Mr. Crabtree. Yes, sir.

The President. T wonder if that means you
still have the power to arrest the rest of us
if we don’t behave. [Laughter]

You were on duty in Japan?

Mr. Crabtree. Yes, sir.

The President. After the war, right?

Mr. Crabtree. Yes, sir.

The President. I'm grateful to all of you, and
I hope the VA has taken good care of you.

Ms. Forgey. It has.

The President. 1 wish you the best of health.
We're doing everything we can to try to pre-
serve the quality of health care in the veterans’
network, and it’s for people like you. We know
on this Veterans Day that we owe our freedom
to people like you who have served our country,
and I just wanted to say how grateful I am
to you for your service and how grateful I am
to all of these people who are here with me
for providing this PT Phone Home project.
We're expanding it just as rapidly as we can,
and I look forward to the day when every vet-
eran like you in every hospital in this country
has access to it.

Ms. Forgey. It's wonderful. They did a won-
derful job.

The President. 1 hope youll all have a good
day. Grace and Carl and William and John, you
have a wonderful day and know that were all
thinking about you.

Mr. Byrnes. Thank you, Mr. President.

Ms. Forgey. Thank you, Mr. President.

The President. God bless you.

Mr. Frizzell. God bless you, and you have
a wonderful day, too.

The President. We'll do it.

Ms. Forgey. Take care of yourself.

Mr. Byrnes. Have a good Thanksgiving and
a good Christmas.

The President. Thank you. Bye-bye.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:05 p.m. from the
Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks
he referred to Frank Dosio, coordinator, PT
Phone Home.
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The President. Hello.

Mr. Maggio. Hello, Mr. President.

The President. Mr. Maggio?

Mr. Maggio. Yes, sir.

The President. Happy birthday.

Mr. Maggio. Thank you, sir.

The President. 1 heard you're in Tampa with
a big group of family members and friends.

Mr. Maggio. Right. That's my home in
Tampa. Been in Tampa—my home since 1903.
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The President. That's great. And this is your
actual birthday, on this Veterans Day, is that
right?

Mr. Maggio. Actual birthday, November the
11th at 11 o’clock at night.

The President. That's amazing. And you were
among the first group of people from Tampa
to volunteer for World War I, weren’t you?

Mr. Maggio. Yes, sir. I sure did.

The President. Well, 1 really appreciate you.

Mr. Maggio. Thank you.
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The President. 1 appreciate you and—do you
have all your children there?

Mr. Maggio. All here.

The President. And a lot of grandchildren
there?

Mr. Maggio. I got grandchildren and a great-
grandchild here. It’s the fifth generation.

The President. That's great.

Mr. Maggio. They come from Fort Lauder-
dale just to celebrate my birthday.

The President. 1 bet youre proud of that.

Mr. Maggio. 1 sure am.

The President. You've been very fortunate,
haven’t you?

Mr. Maggio. T've been very fortunate with
my family. Got a beautiful family. And all—
all of the boys that were servicemen—ex-service-
men—all have been servicemen.

The President. 1 know you're proud of them.

Mr. Maggio. And I'm proud of them. The
whole six of them.

The President. Well, T just wanted to wish
you a happy birthday, and I wanted to tell you
that I'm proud of you, and I'm very grateful
that our country has had someone like you

Mr. Maggio. Thank you.

The President. living here throughout the
20th century, seeing all the changes you've seen,
and making the sacrifices you've made so that
we could stay a free country and——

Mr. Maggio. I've seen plenty.

The President. You have seen a lot, haven’t
you.

Mr. Maggio. Yes, good and bad.

The President. Yes. But we can still bring
immigrants to our shores and give them a shot
at a better life because of people like you. And
I really thank you for it.

Mr. Maggio. Thank you.

The President. And you have a wonderful day.

Mr. Maggio. Have a beautiful day, too. Thank
you.

The President. Tell your family I said hello.

Mr. Maggio. Mr. President says hello to the
family.

The Maggio Family. Hello, Mr. President.

The President. [Laughter] They sound great!
Thank you, sir, and God bless you.

Mr. Maggio. Thank you, sir.

The President. Bye-bye.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 1:21 p.m. from the
Oval Office at the White House.
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Thank you, Dr. Encinias, for that introduction
and for your truly remarkable service to our
Nation. General Woerner, Governor Carey,
Chairman Wheeler, Congresswoman Kaptur, I
thank you all for what you have done to bring
us to this day. I want to thank Mr. Durbin
for his idea and for the triumph of his idea
today and the triumph of the idea that an Amer-
ican citizen can have a good idea and take it
to the proper authorities and actually get some-
thing done. To all the Members of Congress,
and especially to Congressman Montgomery on
his retirement, for all of his service to our vet-
erans; to Mrs. Boyajian, thank you for your won-
derful remarks today; General Shalikashvili, Sec-
retary Perry, Secretary Brown, my fellow Ameri-
cans.

I would like to begin by asking on the occa-
sion of this last observance of the 50th anniver-

sary of World War II that all of us express
our appreciation to those who served on the
World War II Commemorative Commission, and
especially to its leader, General Kicklighter, for
a magnificent job. Thank you all, and thank you,
General.

On this Veterans Day, we gather in special
memory of World War II, and we dedicate this
site to ensure that we will never forget. That
war claimed 55 million lives, soldiers and civil-
ians, children, the millions murdered in the
death camps. It engulfed more of the Earth
than any war before it or any war since. It
was, as Governor Carey said, the coming of age
not only for many Americans but for America,
the moment that we understood that we could
save the world for freedom and only we could
save the world for freedom, and so we had
to do it.
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